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accompanied by other boys and girls singing,
Brother Frog, give rain,
Let the rice and kodon ripen,
Let my marriage be held.
The frog is considered to be able to produce rain because it
lives in water and therefore has control over its element. The
boy's point in asking the frog to let his marriage be held is
that if the rain failed and the crops withered, his parents would
be unable to afford the expense,"1 So in Southern India, to
bring about rain, " Malas, the Telugu Pariahs, tie a live frog
to a mortar, and put on the top thereof a mud figure represent-
ing the deity Gontiyalamma. They then take these objects
in procession, singing ' Mother frog, playing in water, pour
rain by potsfull,' The villagers of other castes then come
and pour water over the Malas. The Rev. S. Nicholson
informs me that, to produce rain in the Telugu country, two
boys capture a frog, and put it in a basket with some nim
(margosa, Melia Azadirachta) leaves. They tie the basket
to the middle of a stick, which they support on their shoulders.
In this manner they make a circuit of the village, visiting every
house, singing the praises of the god of rain. The greater
the noise the captive animal makes the better the omen, and
the more gain for the boys, for at every house they receive
something in recognition of their endeavours to bring rain
upon the village fields.'52
A Chinese charm to produce rain when it is wanted in
spring, summer, or autumn, is as follows. They pierce a hole
in the altar of the god of the soil, and connect the hole with
the water channel at the back of the village. By thus moisten-
ing the god of the soil they hope to incite him to produce a
plentiful supply of the water which the ground sorely needs.
Further, they arrange five frogs at haphazard on the altar of
the god of the soil. By their croaking the frogs are thought
to call for rain, and so to stimulate the god to produce the
needed downpour.3
Scattered about in the Caucasus are a number of com-
munities of Mountain Jews, who differ essentially from
1 R. V. Russell, op. dt. iii. 106.           305 sq.
* E. Thurston, Omens and Super-         8 E.   Chavannes,   L*   T*ai  Chan
stitions    of    Southern    Indiv,   pp.     (Paris, 19-10), pp. 495